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Hearing the Word of God 


A PERTINENT CHALLENGE 


The first comes from an African, a 
deeply-convinced Christian, a man now 
Occupying a very important post indeed 
in the Government of his country. He 
writes : 


“Tn the days of John R. Mott the volun- 
teer service as foreign missionaries was 
rightfully a challenge to Christian students. 
To-day technical assistance in a less de- 
veloped country may well claim the top 
priority in challenge to Christian students. 
This is all the more so when one becomes 
aware that what the professional mission- 
aries can do in the areas of rapid social 
change is increasingly limited, when Chris- 
tianity as an organised religion must be 
indigenized as fast as possible on the one 
hand, while their total economy is rapidly 
industrialized (which means westernized) on 
the other. Technicians from foreign coun- 
tries who can and do work with indigenous 
people find themselves at a most strategic 
spot; if they are thgroughly committed 
Christians, their influence will be just what 
the world needs to-day.” 


Let us ponder that judgment. It has 
something of very great importance to 
say to the “ preacher”; and to all those 
who like myself would wish to maintain 
that the command “Go Preach ” has not 
been revoked, and that there remains an 
indispensable service to be given to the 
Christian Mission by foreign mission- 
aries who are prepared to learn what 

“ preaching” the Gospel means.  In- 
cidentally, this judgment iis no less im- 
portant for those who in Britain, for 
instance, and in the U.S.A., as elsewhere, 
are so properly concerned with foster- 
ing vocations to the ordained ministry. 


This voice from Africa is stressing a 
truth of great importance. In an area of 
rapid social change where a_ primitive 
economy is being over-laid by a complex 
commercial and industrial one there is com- 


- 


monly a break-down of moral standards be- 
cause the old religious sanctions prove to 
be too weak to bear the strain. The cry- 
ing need in such a situation is for the 
quality of integrity. This quality is an all- 
embracing one, including as it does a philo- 
‘sophy of work which discerns the spiritual 
within the material, an incorruptibility in 
the standard of work done, and honesty in 
the plain common use of that word. In- 
tegrity of such a kind should be the hall- 
mark of the Christian “technician”. In and 
through his life of integrity such a Chris- 
tian demonstrates a new power capable of 
informing the new order. In a profoundly 
true sense, this representative of “ western- 
ization”, that which the African writer so 
correctly defined as being the implication 
of rapid industrialization, can be a mission- 
ary, relating the Gospel to life. 


It is of some importance that more 
young Christian men and women should 
recognize this as a calling from God, one 
possible way indeed of obeying the com- 
mand to “Go Heal” and “Go Teach” 
and, as I hope a subsequent NEws- 
LETTER may indicate, “Go Baptize”. 


CAN ANY VOCATION DISPENSE 
WITH TRAINING? 


One caution, however, should be 
noted, a caution commonly ignored by 
many of those who press the claims of 
this vocation. Like every other “ mis- 
sionary” vocation it calls for training. 
Witness to Christ by a life of integrity 
which will be compulsive towards dis- 
cipleship is at once difficult of attainment 
_ and costly in achievement. There is, for 
such living, as great a need for spiritual 
preparation and for spiritual guidance, 
and for rehabilitation as in any other 
kind of Christian service. Those who 
advocate service in technical assistance 
programmes overseas, or other “secu- 
lar” employment, as a Christian voca- 
tion and who yet make no provision, 
either in their thinking or in their advo- 
cacy, for the spiritual equipment needed 
are being sheerly irresponsible. That 
needs saying particularly in those quar- 
ters where Christian students are seeking 
guidance as to their vocation. 


It may well be that the future will see 
missionary training colleges opening their 
doors to welcome such “ non-profes- 
sional ” missionaries. Such a development 
could be of great value to all concerned. 


Meanwhile an important experiment in 
the shape of “Oversea Service” has al- 
ready, in Britain, got beyond the pioneer 
stage. ‘Oversea Service” was established 
in 1953 under the joint auspices of the 


British Council of Churches and the Con- - 


ference of British Missionary Societies, the 
original impetus having been given by the 
Willengen Conference of the International 
Missionary Council in 1952. “ Oversea 
Service” is an attempt to reach men and 


women going overseas in government se 
vice, commerce, technical assistance pré 
grammes etc., with a view to preparing the! 
in some small measure for the life to whic 
they will be going. The courses so far hav 
of necessity, been all too brief. But 
least they have helped to inform thos 
attending them about the people among: 
whom they will be working, and at the sam 
time challenging them to recognize the 
responsibility as representatives of that we 
tern culture whose inner core is the Chri 
tian view of God, man and the world. 


No one, least of all those who hay 
worked so hard to bring “ Oversea Service 
into existence would pretend that what iy 
been achieved so far represents adequa 
preparation for so arduous a vocation. B 
the fact that a beginning has been made 
important and the effort deserves the unde 
standing support of Christian people. 


That voice from Africa also spoke of 
“increasingly limited” scope for the se 
vices of the professional missionary. Pre 
vided that the context of that statement 
duly noted—that “ Christianity as an orgat 
ized religion must be indigenized as fast <z 
possible ”—there is an important truth 1 
what is stated so bluntly. Very many ¢ 
the things which the foreign missionary we 
doing yesterday, he should not be doing te 
day, and will not be doing to-morrow. / 
far as the traditional role of the foreig 
missionary is concerned there is “increa 
ingly limited” scope. But what about th 
vast unfinished task of presenting the Go 
pel to people who have not heard it, an 
interpreting it to areas of human life whe: 
its relevance has not yet been recognized 
There is still wide scope for the foreign mi 
sionary. If you would see this forceful 
and brilliantly argued treat Bishop Stephe 
Neill’s ‘most recent book The Unfinishe 
Task as a must for your reading. Yet th 
African voice ought to be listened to an 
heeded. The traditional role of the foreig 
missionary is changing. ge 
there to rule. But it is difficult to def 
any limits to the possibilities before 
man or woman, duly discipled, who is pr 
pared to explore the meaning of the ver 
to “serve ’’—a truth to which many a ser 
ing missionary to-day can bear testimony. 


COMBINED OPERATIONS 


Perhaps here we can begin to dis 
something of the new perspective with 
which the command “Go Preach” is 
be obeyed. Properly understood tk 
African voice is saying with emphas 
that “preaching” must be understoo 
to-day, as being essentially part of 
combined operation. The man or wom: 
obeying the command “Go Preach 
must do so consciously and deliberate 
as one of a team which will cont: 
many, normally a majority, whose prir 
ary responsibility is to demonstrate 
their lives what the preaching is abou 
Bearing in mind that the papa 
missionary, whatever his or her partic 


lar qualifications, has a responsibility to 
reach”, there is a great lesson in 
mility to be learnt in recognizing that 
day there are many situations in which 
eaching” will only convey sense to 
hearer if it takes the form of an 
aterpretation of some demonstrated liv- 
ang which the hearer can see. 
In Florence Allshorn’s Notebooks she 
‘records the cry of a bewildered modern 
nan, typical of how many in our time of 
very race, who said to a Christian: _ 
“Don’t try to help me or preach to me, 
‘tell me what I ought to think yet. Don’t 
tk for my salvation, show me yours, 
Ww me it is possible, and the knowledge 
at something works will give me courage 
nd belief in mine.” 
That is a challenge not just to an in- 
vidual Christian but to Christians in 
ompany. “Preaching” is an activity 
thin a demonstrating community or it 
Tuns the risk of being mere “ speaking in 
an unknown tongue”. There is a most 
rent need everywhere, and not least in 
a and Africa, for Christians to recog- 
ize the importance of this kind of cor- 
orate testimony. One step towards this 
uld be the closing of the gap in fel- 
ship and mutual understanding and 
spect, which still all too often is far 
» wide between the “ professional” 
jonary and the non-professional mis- 
nary, and which finds further tragic 
ection in the gap between the or- 
ned ministry and the laity of the local 
urch. In a word we need a vast en- 
Tichment of the context in which we 
inderstand the command “Go Preach ”. 
Thought and practice which will lead to 
$uch an enrichment will be a practical 
Way of responding to the truth in the 
hallenge of that Christian African 
vader. 


THE CALL TO SIMPLICITY 


_ The second challenge, more particu- 
tly addressed to those from the West 
Who go to work in the materially under- 
developed areas of the world, is the 
hallenge that insists that part at least 
' the Christian witness must be made 
by those who accept genuine poverty as 
leir expression of devotion to our Lord 
ad their poverty-stricken fellow men. 


Movin expressed, this challenge takes 
je shape in the Order of the Little 
others of Jesus in and through which the 
ssionary vision of Charles de Foucauld 

ng worked out to-day. Do not let us 
) are not of the Roman obedience under- 
ite the nature of the challenge pre- 


ed by this company 


places of the utmost poverty and 
earning their living in precisely the 
y as those whose material poverty 


they share. What the challenge is will be 
found clearly set forth in Seeds of the Desert 
—the legacy of Charles de Foucauld—by R. 
Voillaume, Prior General of the Little 
Brothers of Jesus. - 


This is a book from which every evan- 
gelical Christian will have much to learn. 
Here and there the language of devotion 
will be found to express itself in terms un- 
familiar and even uncongenial. But do not 
let this blind any reader to the authentic 
Christian insights here revealed. Again, 
the argument where it touches on the nature 
of chastity and obedience will not always 
win assent but should at least provoke 
us to ask ourselves how seriously our love 
for Christ has found expression in an 
equally clear ethic of responsible love and 
obedience. 


The burden of the book is that, for some 
at least, living like the poor must take pre- 
cedence over preaching to the poor. The 
Little Brothers, then, work with their hands 
and support themselves. They undertake no 
“ organized ” mission-work of any kind, but 
rather seek to “insert” themselves into 
areas of special human need. Their voca- 
tion is “to be present amongst people, with 
a presence willed and intended as a witness 
to the love of Christ”. ‘Through the 
silent example of our life, we wish them to 
see and realize that we have come to share 
their lot quite simply because we are Chris- 
tians and therefore love them like brothers.” 
The role of preaching in this programme is 
completely subordinated to living. As the 
author would insist “There is a knowledge 
of Christ which can only reach men through 
the lives of those who love Him.” Much 
of the book is concerned to emphasize the 
paramount need for the absolute centrality 
of prayer if such a life is to be effective for 
Christ. 


The particular relevance of this book to 
this News-LETTER lies in the fact of its 
challenge to those of us who come from 
the material prosperity of the West into the 
material impoverishment of so much of 
Asia and Africa. This book makes no pre- 
tence of providing a solution to this, one 
of the most acutely embarrassing of all the 
problems confronting the foreign mission- 
ary. It makes no claim that the way of 
the Little Brothers is the only way to reach 
even the poor. Vast areas of human need 
do not come within its purview. But it 
does present the challenge to great sim- 
plicity of life, and to courageous living, 
recognizing explicity that “to possess like a 
Christian demands the same divine strength 
as to practise Christian poverty”. 


HEARING THE WORD OF GOD 


In this NEws-LeTTer I have illustrated 
two of the challenges which are being 
presented to those of us who believe that 
the command “ Go Preach ” still stands. 
I would submit that there is a real sense 
in which it is only after we have seen 
what these challenges involve for us that 
we shall be able with profit to tackle 
some of the more technical problems in- 
volved in communicating the Gospel. 


January, 1958 


C.M.S. NEWS-LETTER 


There will still, of course, remain the 
mystery of man’s capacity to reject the 
light even when he sees it. There is no 
promise in the Bible that witness, if 
loyal, will inevitably succeed. That, 
however, is not the issue before us. Let 
me close this NEWS-LETTER with some 
words of Dr. Kenneth Cragg in an article 
in the International Review of Missions 
for July 1957: 

“This mystery of obduracy must not be 
allowed to obscure the debt of interpreta- 
tive travail which is owed, in Christ, to all 
men who are out of Him. ‘The Word of 
God’ is not truly being served, is not, we 
may perhaps say, in adequate custody, as 
long as there is any reason in the communi- 
cating Church which explains men’s inatten- 
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tion or their non-apprehension. Only whet 1 


there is ‘hearing’, when there is a 

of Christ by men into real cognizance, i 
‘the Word’ there. “The Word’ means ex 
pressiveness and translation. Only when i 
is ‘going over’ is it there. ‘Hearing’ i 


that which comes, when it comes as He.” — 


—which quotation may perhaps serve a 
a final challenge to us to think out wha 
it means to obey the command “ Ge 
Preach ”. 


Your sincere friend, 


| General Secretar. 
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